Open letter to Board President on BP 4309

Dear Board President Wagner,
 
On November 6, 2002, Vice Chancellor of Educational Services Thomas  Anderson, at the direction of Chancellor Mathur, circulated a revised draft of Board Policy 4309, with the addition of several new, related polices: 4309.1, 4309.2, 4309.3, and 4309.4.  The policies seek to establish, in the words of Chancellor Mathur, “major duties and responsibilities of various faculty groups.”
 
In a e-mailed memo of November 17, 2002, Chancellor Mathur advised the faculty of his “plan to take the revised BP 4309 to the December 9, 2002 Board meeting for Review and Study, and subsequently, to the January 2003 Board meeting for approval.”
 
It is the position of the SOCCCD Faculty Association that the revision of Board Policy 4309 to include new duties, as well as the division of faculty into instructional and non-instructional units, divisions not recognized by the Master Agreement between the SOCCCD District and the faculty, constitutes an attempt to revise the contractual obligations of the faculty outside of the official negotiation process, and represents, at the very least, bad faith bargaining in regard to the current negotiations to establish a new Master Agreement, and may be liable to an unfair labor practice complaint.
 
On behalf of the faculties of Saddleback College and Irvine Valley College, the SOCCCD Faculty Association formally repeats a request I made during the Board Meeting of October 28, 2002: that you direct the Chancellor to withdraw from consideration the proposed revised drafts of Board Policies 4309, 4309.1, 4309.2, 4309.3, and 4309.4, and not submit them for Board consideration until they can be the subject of collaboration between the District, the Faculty Association, and the Academic Senates of the two colleges, and be made consistent with the duties and responsibilities of the faculty as outlined in the existing and any subsequent contract.
 
Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
Sincerely, 
 
Micael Merrifield, President
SOCCCD Faculty Association
 
